
CHALLENGE: Organize your houseplants for 
better management
Keep your houseplants happy 
and healthy year-round!
    What works best for you: 

1. To keep plants spread all over the house, or gather 
them in one location where they can be conveniently 
watered? Wherever you locate your houseplants, 
remember: It’s pleasing to the eye to break up groups 
of houseplants with artwork and other decorative items 
that you treasure.

2. Get knowledgeable about your houseplants’ 
requirements: light, water, humidity, temperature, 
soil, drainage, fertilizer, pruning. Apps can be 
downloaded on your smartphone that identify plants 
from your photo. From there, the app can give you 
the requirements of that plant. Many websites and 
books do the same thing (you’ll be the one doing the 
identifying though). Once you’ve identified your plant, 
you can look up its requirements.

3. Do you need new plant pots to give your 
houseplants more space for their roots? Or to start 
new plants? Have you thought of using the pot-within-
a-pot? You can hide a pot you no longer like inside a 
slightly larger pot that you do like.

4. It’s also nice if you can share the care of your 
houseplants on a chore list with your kids and special 
other. If you use a measuring cup, one of the kids at 
an appropriate age can give these plants half a cup and 
those plants one cup, etc. 

5. I’ve seen awesome plant stands at thrift stores and 
flea markets. It’s easy to spray paint to match your 
decor and freshen it up!

6. Do you have some really heavy houseplants? 
Consider purchasing a base on wheels. I have several.

HOUSEPLANT DECLUTTER, 
CLEAN & ORGANIZE 

CHALLENGE
1. Move your plants out of their usual spot and clean 
that spot. Check your plants for:
        •  bugs
        •  dead or yellow leaves
        •  hard soil surface or need for more soil

2. Dead plants that can’t be revived need to be tossed! 
That’s called decluttering. Sometimes it’s hard to do!
3. Check plant pots for cracks and holes. Has a plant 
outgrown its pot? Buy new planters that match your 
decor in general style and color scheme.
4. If your plants sit in front of a window, clean the 
window while the plant is out of that spot.
5. Organize your houseplant tools and supplies.
 •   Find space on a shelf or in a cabinet to keep 

all supplies together and easy to reach.
 •   Use an easy-to-carry cleaning caddy for a 

plant mister and fertilizer.

POPULAR HOUSEPLANTS
•  Aloe Vera
•  Golden Pothos
•  Snake Plant
•   Moth Orchid (I’ve had real ones and I have a fake 

one that looks real)
•  Peace Lily
•   Basil, Rosemary, Mint and other herbs you can grow 

indoors. I’ve bought many herb plants at the grocery 
store, but usually to be used in a recipe right away.

•   African Violet. These flowering plants do best 
in north- or east-facing windows. I’ve had a few 
artificial African violets that were lovely.

•  Jade plant. These always die on me.
•   Spider plant. Easy to grow. I bought some fake ones 

that really look real and I have them in hanging 
baskets at camp. Never need watering!

•  Areca Palms.
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